
 

 

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

This article was downloaded by:
On: 27 January 2011
Access details: Access Details: Free Access
Publisher Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-
41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Organic Preparations and Procedures International
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t902189982

HENRY GILMAN

To cite this Article (1976) 'HENRY GILMAN', Organic Preparations and Procedures International, 8: 4, i — iii
To link to this Article: DOI: 10.1080/00304947609355612
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00304947609355612

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf

This article may be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or
systematic reproduction, re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or
distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents
will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses
should be independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss,
actions, claims, proceedings, demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly
or indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t902189982
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00304947609355612
http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf


HENRY GILMAN 

The recent  nomination of Henry Gilman, a member of t h e  Honorary Edi- 

t o r i a l  Board of OPPI, as t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  American Chemical Soc ie ty ' s  

P r i e s t l e y  Medal s t imula tes  t h e  dedication of t h i s  i s sue  o f  Organic Prep- 

a ra t ions  and Procedures In t e rna t iona l  t o  him. 

Henry Gilman w a s  born i n  1893 i n  Boston. H e  w a s  graduated s m a  cum 

laude from Harvard University i n  1915 and received t h e  A. M. i n  1917 and t h e  

Ph.D. i n  1918 t h e r e  as wel l .  

vard and at I l l i n o i s ,  he went t o  Iowa S t a t e  i n  1919. H e  has taught  and 

Following b r i e f  teaching experiences at H a r -  

c a r r i e d  on h i s  research  the re  t o  t h i s  day. 

The outstanding achievements of Professor Gilman have been h i s  re- 

search cont r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  chemical literature. Primarily i n  t h e  f i e l d s  

of he te rocycl ic  and organometallic chemistry, he has published more than  

1000 o r i g i n a l  papers,  which must be an ex t raord inary  benchmark. 

l i s h e d  on t h e  organometallic chemistry of aluminum, a r sen ic ,  barium, beryl-  

l i u m ,  bismuth, cadmium, calcium, copper, gall ium, germanium, gold,  indium, 

lead ,  l i t h ium,  magnesium, mercury, phosphorus, platinum, potassium, se le -  

nium, s i l i c o n ,  s i l v e r ,  sodium, tha l l ium,  t i n ,  uranium, and zinc.  John 

Eisch has s a i d  t h a t  an organometallic chemist who does not have a Gilman 

re ference  i n  h i s  bibliography might bene f i t  from redoing h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  

search! But it i s  not j u s t  t h i s  overwhelming f ru i t fu l  production f o r  

which Gilman i s  known; it i s  the  c r e a t i v i t y  and r i g o r  paid t o  experimental 

d e t a i l ,  which i d e n t i f y  h i s  work with grea tness .  

H e  has pub- 

H i s  cont r ibu t ions  t o  our understanding of organomagnesium compounds 

include a very much used a n a l y t i c a l  procedure as wel l  as seve ra l  c a t a l y s t s  
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fo r  t h e i r  p repara t ion .  

u l t imate ly  t o  be useful i n  t h e  synthes is  of polyethylene. E. J. Corey 

(Gilman Lecturer 1974) discussed h i s  own outstanding e labora t ion  of organo- 

cuprates which were discovered by Gilman and have been designated "Gilman 

Reagents." 

temperature s t a b l e  organogermanium compounds. H i  s extensive fundamental 

cont r ibu t ions  t o  organosil icon chemistry underlay t h e  development o f  sili- 

cone polymers. 

H i s  work with organolithium compounds proved 

Gilman cont r ibu ted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  synthes is  o f  high- 

H e  has c a r r i e d  out  important researches on phenothiazine compounds 

and t h e i r  de r iva t ives  and on furans,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f u r f u r a l .  These con- 

t r i b u t i o n s  l e d  t o  pes t i c ides ,  herb ic ides ,  and medicinals.  

Recognition f o r  t hese  in t ens ive  a c t i v i t i e s  came e a r l y  and, of course,  

I n  1945 Gilman i s  continuing. 

w a s  e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  National Academy of Sciences. He w a s  t h e  first re- 

c ip i en t  of t h e  American Chemical Society Frederick S tan ley  Kipping Award 

i n  Organosilicon Chemistry (1962). 

i c a l  Soc ie ty  (London). 

a l  Conference on Organometallic Chemistry was dedicated t o  him on h i s  80th 

b i r thday .  He w a s  e l ec t ed  an Honorary Member o f  t h e  Royal Socie ty .  On 

May 6 ,  1974 t h e  Iowa S t a t e  Univers i ty ' s  chemistry bu i ld ing  w a s  dedicated 

as Henry Gilman H a l l  and on t h e  same day E. J. Corey presented t h e  f i r s t  

of t h e  annual Gilman Lectures. 

It i s  poss ib le  t o  mention only a few here.  

H e  i s  an Honorary Fellow of The Chem- 

In  1973 a spec ia l  sess ion  of t h e  S ix th  In te rna t ion-  

Three add i t iona l  aspec ts  of Dr. Gilman's career r equ i r e  mention. H e  

w a s  an exemplary teacher .  H i s  s tudents  were a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  s lender ,  

a t h l e t i c  gentleman who presented organic chemistry i n  an imaginative,  ye t  

c r i t i c a l  and l u c i d  way. A s  a research  mentor he w a s  ab l e  t o  impart h i s  

excitement t o  t h e  s tudents  and a t  t h e  same time he s t imula ted  them t o  

examine r igorous ly  and impar t i a l ly  t h e i r  own work. Among h i s  graduates 

are company research  d i r e c t o r s ,  v i ce  p re s iden t s ,  a company p res iden t ,  and 

co l lege  or  un ive r s i ty  pres idents .  
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A second fundamental?aspect of Dr. Gilman is  h i s  unselfishness i n  con- 

t r i bu t ing  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of science. 

volume set ,  "Organic Chemistry: An Advanced Treatise." H e  edi ted the 

first Collective Volume of Organic Syntheses. 

of Organic Chemistry" and w a s  chairman of i t s  e d i t o r i a l  board. 

associate ed i to r  of t he  Journal of t he  American Chemical Society and of 

"Chemical Reviews." 

"Organometallic Reactions and Syntheses." 

him, t h e  t i t l e  "Honorary" i s  a misnomer s ince he has contributed handsomely 

t o  the development of t h e  series by h i s  w i s e  suggestions. 

H e  edi ted the widely-used, four- 

He helped found the "Journal 

He w a s  

H e  i s  a member of t h e  Honorary Advisory Board of  

In  t h i s  case, t yp ica l ly  f o r  

The t h i r d  aspect i s  an indomitable s p i r i t .  Some 30-odd years ago 

Gilman became nearly bl ind from glaucoma and a detached r e t ina .  

standably, such trauma could have l e d  t o  e s sen t i a l  retirement.  

Gilman it l e d  t o  t h e  publication of more than 560 papers since 1947 with 

continued excellence! 

Under- 

For Henry 

One suspects t h a t  such an incredible  career must have had unusual 

support. This support came from one of h i s  undergraduate students,  Ruth 

Shaw. Obviously, they had "struck a spark" and were married i n  1929. She 

proved t o  be the  equal of h i s  vigorous personality and strong enough t o  

keep him equal t o  h i s  t a sks  after t h e  unfortunate damage t o  h i s  s igh t .  

OPPI sa lu t e s  Henry Gilman fo r  h i s  many accomplishments and the promise 

of more. W e  s ingle  out h i s  dedication t o  experimentation as most i n  

accord with the mission of OPPI. 

Ernest I. Becker 

University of Massachusetts a t  Boston 
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